OXFORDSHIRE DELEGATED DECISIONS BY CABINET MEMBER
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICES & SAFETY

MINUTES of the meeting held on Tuesday, 21 September 2021 commencing at
4.30 pm and finishing at 4.40 pm

Present: Councillor Neil Fawcett, Cabinet Member for
Community Services & Safety

Officers Mr Rob MacDougall, Chief Fire Officer; Lucy Tyrrell,
(Law & Governance)

The Council considered the matters, reports and recommendations contained or
referred to in the agenda for the meeting and decided as set out below. Except
insofar as otherwise specified, the reasons for the decisions are contained in the
agenda and reports, copies of which are attached to the signed Minutes.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
(Agenda Item 1)

There were no declarations of interest received.

QUESTIONS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS
(Agenda ltem 2)

There were none received.

PETITIONS AND PUBLIC ADDRESS
(Agenda Item 3)

There were none received.

THAMES VALLEY PRINCIPAL OFFICER SHARING AGREEMENT
(Agenda Item 4)

Mr Rob MacDougall, Chief Fire Officer presented the item which reported on
the successful collaborate operation of a single joint emergency call
handling, mobilising and resource management function from a single
location at Calcot in Berkshire and a fallback provision to a joint secondary
control room in Kidlington in Oxfordshire (together the Thames Valley Fire
Control Service).

The FRAs have statutory responsibilities under sections 7(2)(a); 8(2)(a) and
9(3)(a) of the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 to secure the provision of
personnel to respond to fires, road traffic incidents, and other emergencies;
have powers under section 11 of the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 to
respond to other emergencies; and have duties placed on them as Category



CC1

1 responders under the Civil Contingencies Act 2004 and regulations made
pursuant to it (the “Statutory Functions”).

The FRAs recognise that the Covid 19 Pandemic is a national crisis that
continues to test the capacity of the Services to protect the public from the
impacts of the Covid 19 Pandemic and acknowledge the risk that its Principal
Officers may themselves become incapacitated through illness or the
requirements of Covid 19 self-isolation such that such scenarios could
compromise the ability of an FRA to discharge its Statutory Functions.

The FRAs therefore wish to enter into arrangements under section 16 of the
Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 for the discharge of the Statutory
Functions of one FRA by another FRA through their respective cadres of
Principal Officer acting as Level 4 Incident Commanders on the terms set out
in the legal agreement.

Councillor Neil Fawcett, Cabinet Member for Community Services and
Safety, noted the strong working relationships developed by these
collaborative working practices and asked how many principal officers
worked across the services. Mr MacDougall responded that officers work on
a level 4 strategic rota, of which there are 5 officers in Oxfordshire and 8
across the remaining counties.

Cabinet Member’s comments

Councillor Neil Fawcett, Cabinet Member for Community Services & Safety,
thanked Mr MacDougall for his comprehensive report and advised he had
received a full briefing, and having had time to consider the recommendation
was happy to approve.

Thereby, | confirm my decision as follows:

to authorise the sealing of the legal agreement which will allow Oxfordshire
Fire and Rescue to enter arrangements under section 16 of the Fire and
Rescue Services Act 2004 for the discharge of the Statutory Functions of
one FRA by another FRA through their respective cadres of Principal
Officers acting as Level 4 Incident Commanders across the Thames Valley.

in the Chair



